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Senator Bye, Representative Walker and committee members thank you for the 
opportunity to testify on behalf of Boys & Girls Clubs in CT and to discuss the 
proposed elimination of the Neighborhood Youth Center Grant.   
 
The funding the Boys & Girls Club of Milford receives from this line item equates to 
8% of our total budget. Without this funding our Club and more importantly our 
over 400 members will be adversely affected.   
 
Boys & Girls Clubs are more than after school programs in their communities. They 
are homes away from home for thousands of children. They are places to turn to 
whether you are struggling and need help or are flourishing and want to share your 
success. Daily I see kids, parents and community members reaching out for help or 
to express gratitude for what we have done. I have seen kids’ graduate high school 
because of the support they received from the Club. I have seen parents better their 
lives because they Club allowed them to keep their kids safe while they worked, 
furthered their education or attended programs. Boys and Girls Clubs provide a safe 
haven that has programs that supplement the school day by providing afterschool 
educational and recreational opportunities. At a period in time that our youth needs 
more support emotionally and mentally pulling funding would be detrimental.  
 
The Boys & Girls Club of Milford as well as all of the Clubs in Connecticut receive 
funding through the Neighborhood Youth Center Grant and use that funding to 
implement four programs designed to improve academic success, develop healthy 
lifestyles and build good character and citizenship in our members.    These 
programs and others like them enable our clubs to extend and reinforce what is 
being taught in school.  
 
The Connecticut Alliance of Boys & Girls Clubs is a strong partner in the effort to 
close the achievement gap for so many young people who attend our clubs.  Clubs 
have a very real impact on a young persons life during the critical out of school time. 
The state of Connecticut has been a great partner in the collective effort to bring 
opportunities to those children who are challenged by the achievement gap. The 
budget Governor Malloy has presented puts the breaks on these efforts by 
eliminating all funding from the Neighborhood Youth Center Grant. 
 



The Connecticut Alliance of Boys & Girls Clubs is dedicated to measuring the impact 
of the club experience.   
 

 Research in the Education field has shown for some time that students with 

frequent absences and behavioral incidents have lower levels of academic 

achievement and are more likely to drop out of school.  1 2 3 4 5 

 Studies suggest that quality after school programing can influence those risk 
factors, especially school attendance 6 7 8.    

 Thanks to a new partnership between the Charter Oak Group, the 
Connecticut Department of Education, and the Connecticut Alliance of Boys & 
Girls Clubs, we are now able to see the influence Boys & Girls Clubs have on 
these risk factors for the members we serve and compare them to their peers 
across the state.   

 In Connecticut, in the 2013-14 school year, almost 11% of the students in 
grades K-12 statewide were chronically absent (they missed more than 10% 
of school days). 

 In a study of more than 6,600 Boys and Girls Club members in Connecticut, 
we found that our members were 60% less likely to be chronically absent 
when compared to students across the state. 

 
 
The Alliance is a statewide entity with the ability to adapt our collective services to 
the needs of the state and is the optimum partner to provide these critical out of 
school time services. Please consider restoring the Neighborhood Youth Center 
funding and lets continue in this work together providing “Great Futures” for the 
children who need us most in Connecticut. 
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